





































































Cardiac Center on St. Croix. Seventy/three (73) 
individuals attended this activity, including Judges, 
Family Court Staff, Social Workers, Commissioners, 
Attorneys and other stakeholders. 


Presenters at this event included the following: 
USVI CIP Coordinator, Kamilah Joseph; Mr. Alfonso 
Nicholas and Ms. Shari Browne of the Administration 
for Children &. Families (Title IV/E)/ Children's 
Bureau; Mr. Bill Stanton of the Casey Family 
Programs (Family First Act); Ms. Charrise Hart of 
the V.I. Department of Human Services Children 
and Families Division (Foster Care in the Virgin 
Islands); and, Juvenile and Guardian Ad Litem Panel 
member, Attorney Renee Andre (Quality Legal 
Representation). Attorneys who attended received 
a certificate of participation and six ( 6) Continuing 
Legal Education ( CLE) credits. 


During the last quarter of 2019, the Virgin 
Islands Judiciary also assembled a team of seven 
(7) representatives to attend the National Judicial
Leadership Summit IV on Child Welfare. The
Conference of Chief Justices, Conference of State
Court Administrators, Casey Family Programs, the
Children's Bureau, the National Center for State
Courts, and the Annie E. Casey Foundation invited
state teams to Minnesota to examine the current
approach to foster care, reimagine a different
way for the legal and judicial system to partner
with communities so that families can safely care
for their children. The Summit also focused on
innovative practices from across the country on
critical issues including ensuring high/quality legal


representation for children and parents, enforcing 
reasonable and active efforts requirements, capturing 
the voice of families in legal proceedings, and 
preventing kids from needlessly entering foster care 
by working with community leaders even before 
a family comes to the attention of child welfare 
agencies. The T earn from the Virgin Islands included 
the Administrator of Courts, Regina Petersen; Family 
Court Judges Debra Watlington (STT) and Jessica 
Gallivan (STX); Assistant Attorney General Ziska 
Anderson; Attorney Gail Shearer of Virgin Islands 
Volunteer Advocates for Children; Department of 
Human Services Administrator, Charrise Hart; and, 
Court Improvement Coordinator, Kamilah Joseph. 


JUDICIAL BRANCH 
APPOINTMENTS AND RETIREMENTS 


Presiding Judge Michael C. Dunstan announced 
his retirement in fiscal year 2019. Effective September 
27, 2019, the Honorable Harold W. L Willocks, 
former Administrative Judge of the Superior Court, 
replaced Judge Dunston as Presiding Judge of the 
Superior Court. The Judiciary also welcomed a new 
Family Court Judge and a new Magistrate Judge. The 
Honorable Jessica Gallivan was appointed Family 
Court Judge in the District of St. Croix.Judge Gallivan 
replaced the Honorable Denise Hinds/ Roach, who 
also retired in 2019. The Honorable Ernest E. Morris, 
Jr. was appointed Magistrate Judge in the District of 
St. Croix. Magistrate Judge Morris replaced Judge 
Gallivan following her elevation to Family Court 
Judge. 
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